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Parish of Castle Hedingham
Mrs Claire Waters (Parish Clerk)

25 Bayley Street, Castle Hedingham, Essex CO9 3DG
07845 056597 castlehedinghamparishclerk@gmail.com

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF CASTLE HEDINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL,
HELD ON MONDAY 26th FEBRUARY 2018 AT THE VICARAGE, QUEEN STREET AT 7.45PM

Present: Cllrs Higgins, Hood,, Pewter, Philp, Scrivens, Southgate, Toocaram, Worley
In the Chair: Cllr Southgate
Clerk: Claire Waters
Also Present: District Cllr H Johnson

3 members of the public
2 representatives of Colne Valley Railway

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllr Moffat for absence, and from Cllr Pewter for late arrival due to train 
delay.  County Cllr Finch and District Cllr Beavis also sent apologies for absence.

2. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of 22nd January 2018 were approved as a correct record of events and signed by the 
Chairman.
Proposed: Cllr Worley Seconded: Cllr Toocaram Agreed unanimously

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None

4. PUBLIC FORUM
Cllr Pewter arrived
4.1 Representatives from the Colne Valley Railway presented a Stakeholders update giving news of 
the development work taking place as part of their Heritage Lottery Funded project.  It is expected that an 
update will be produced quarterly while the main work is taking place.  From June to Christmas 2017 
visitor numbers were increased by 10% on the same period in 2016, and visitors to the Santa Specials 
increased by 20%.
4.2 Brought forward from item 12. At the suggestion of the CVR, a Special Constable Scheme 
launched by Essex Police was discussed.  CVR has recently experienced an increase in incidents of 
vandalism and attempted theft since their development work began, and feel a visible presence of a 
Special Constable might help.  The scheme has not been widely publicised but enables parishes to finance
a volunteer Special Constable – CVR expressed a willingness to contribute to costs if this project might 
be shared between Castle Hedingham, Sible Hedingham and Great Yeldham.  Concerns were expressed 
by Councillors about the powers of special constables.  A recent consultation by the Essex Police & 
Crime Commissioner may lead to an increase in the rates in order to finance the police, so this needs to be
taken into consideration.
Action:  The clerk will investigate the Special Constables scheme further by contacting parishes who are 
already signed up for the scheme.
4.3 A parishioner presented a statement following the Public Meeting about Childrens’ play facilities 
on January 24th 2018:
“Having attended the public meeting in which Cllr Hood gave a clear and detailed report of events 
leading up to the impasse concerning Castle Hedingham’s recreation facilities, it was disappointing that it 
was so poorly reported in the Halstead Gazette.  Their account of the meeting failed to convey the anger 
expressed within the room, directed predominantly towards BDC’s somewhat clueless representative who
failed to answer many of the questions put to him by members of the public.  I feel that Cllr McKee’s lack
of knowledge and general indifference was, in fact, a well choreographed performance contrived, 
perhaps, to deflect the anger within the room towards BDC and away from Mr & Mrs Lindsay’s 
ambitions for various parcels of land.  The intertwining of both party’s interests would inevitably deliver 
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the agenda that BDC have seemed intent on from the outset.  Some members of the public reminded him 
that unlike the Lindsays who are private property owners, BDC are a public body whose first duty should 
be to consider what the village feels serves them best.  However, their views were dismissed with 
unseemly haste and arrogance.  I was disappointed that Graham Butland failed to attend because had he 
done so I would have reminded him of a conversation that we had when he visited the old allotment site 
last year.  I indicated the danger of placing a children’s playground in an area which was not sufficiently 
overlooked and was surprised when he answered that it could be rectified by building a couple of houses 
within the section of land which is within the village envelope.”

Councillors welcomed the suggestions of residents that they should write to BDC and to our MP James 
Cleverly to raise their concerns.

5. PROGRESS CHECK
5.1 Parking De Vere School.  Following concerns expressed by residents at the January meeting, 
Lisa Hinman, Area Manager of North Essex Parking Partnership (NEPP) visited the school with a foot 
officer on the afternoon of 19th February.  Thanks were noted to BDC Cllr Richard Van Dulken who is on 
the NEPP Joint Committee and supported the Parish Council in contacting the NEPP. The clerk had also 
spoken to the head of De Vere Primary regarding the parking issues.  Points to note:

• The school has staggered start times to relieve parking congestion
• Parents are encouraged to park elsewhere e.g. Memories and walk but cannot be forced to do so
• The planned new access to the school field from Bowmans Park has not been installed.
• Essex County Council are visiting to deliver road safety skills training to pupils
• NEPP Parksafe vehicle is unsuitable for visiting the school as it would cause more congestion
• NEPP will ensure the yellow zig-zag lines are on the top of the priority list for repainting
• Residents can contact NEPP to give written permission for their dropped kerb to be enforced, 

either at all times or just between the hours of 2.30pm and 3.30pm.  This would mean their own 
vehicle could receive a Penalty Charge notice if they are parked blocking their own driveway.

• H bars across dropped kerbs deter some motorists and can be repainted by NEPP at a charge of 
£120.  The Parish Council has new line marking equipment and may also be able to help with this.

5.2 Village Defibrillators. The 3 village defibrillators have now been installed at the telephone kiosk 
by the Village Shop in St James Street, on the outside wall at Memories and at Rushley Green Farm barn. 
They will be available for use as soon as the registration process with the ambulance service is completed.
All defibrillators are the Lifeline View model which is easy to use for untrained members of the public 
with video and audio instructions.  They were bought and installed with Big Lottery funding.
Action: An initial Community Awareness event will be organised in the near future to introduce residents
to the defibrillators and their use in an emergency situation.
5.3 Action: Clerk to contact BDC Planning Enforcement to find out what action has been taken 
regarding the continued subletting of the Old Vicarage as a party venue.

6. HIGHWAYS
6.1 A 40mph SID sign on the A1017 at Crouch Green has been approved by the Local Highways 
Panel (LHP) but funding is an issue.  Representation at the March meeting of the LHP may help.
Action: Clerk to confirm date of meeting (possibly Thursday 29th March).  Cllr Johnson agreed to attend.
6.2 Parish Paths Partnership (P3).  The footbridge at Footpath 16 by Maiden Ley was replaced by 
PROW officers in January.  Cllr Toocaram, Cllr Worley and Mr Charlie Bird have completed a P3 
footpath audit and identified around 15 waymarkers together with a small number of stiles and bridges 
that need replacement and repair.  A work proposal application is being prepared to send to the P3 officer 
at Essex County Council.  Repairs, equipment and training can be funded via the P3 scheme.
Action: Clerk to submit work proposal during this financial year
6.3 Consideration of resident request for reorganisation of traffic calming section at Nunnery Street 
bridge.  Many near miss altercations have been observed at the Give Way sign on Nunnery Street bridge, 
and it had been suggested that reversing the vehicle priority would help visibility.
RESOLVED: Not to complete a LHP Scheme request. This would certainly be unsuccessful since the 
current Give Way priority prevents traffic queueing back onto the main road.
Proposed:  Cllr Southgate Seconded: Cllr Toocaram Agreed unanimously



 1309
7. REPORTS
7.1 Police/Neighbourhood Watch: An information leaflet encouraging residents to get involved in a 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme will be publicised on the website and in the village shops.  The parish is 
still in need of a volunteer to act as Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator, although Cllr Toocaram reported
that Rushley Green has an active local Neighbourhood Watch group
7.2 ECC Report: None
7.3 BDC Report: Cllr Johnson reported he had made his feelings plain to BDC following the public 
meeting about the playing field.
In answer to a question from Cllr Worley, he confirmed that as far as he is aware none of the recycling 
waste collected by BDC is sent to China.

8. PLANNING
Applications received:
18/00081/FUL Erection of single storey rear extension 
Bayley Cottage Bayley Street CO9 3HG Decision ratified: no objections

18/00106/FUL Demolition of existing rear single storey extension and erection of two storey rear 
extension and provision of new vehicular access 
Little Lodge Cottage Sudbury Road CO9 3AG Decision ratified: no objections

Two additional applications received after publication of the agenda:
18/00311/FUL  Proposed additional use of residential annexe for independent lets
40A Queen Street  CO9 3HA Deadline for response 22nd March

18/00058/TPOCON Notice of intent to carry out works to tree in a Conservation Area - Cut down Fir 
tree and face back Laylandii hedge
3 Castle Close  CO9 3DH Deadline for response 23rd March

Applications determined:
17/01733/FUL Erection of single storey front extension, enclosure of existing balcony with windows and 
relocation of a doorway
Arden Rushley Green CO9 3AJ Application PERMITTED

9. FINANCE
The clerk reported that the ECC Local Services grant of £5,162.00 for additional Village Maintenance 
activities has been paid into the bank account.  This grant is for 2018 only and cannot be reapplied for.

9.1 RESOLVED: To approve in principle the grant application from 1st Castle Hedingham Scouts 
for work to the Scout Hut, but to determine the amount of the grant in March when the year end financial 
picture is clearer.  The 2017-2018 grant budget has already been exceeded by £258.27, but money may be
found from other budgets that are not spent, or the grant carried forward to the 2018-2019 financial year.
Proposed:  Cllr Hood Seconded: Cllr Higgins Agreed unanimously
9.2 RESOLVED: To grant £100 to Castle Hedingham Tennis Club towards the cost of a new net.
Proposed:  Cllr Southgate Seconded: Cllr Toocaram Agreed unanimously

The monthly accounts were approved and payments agreed for authorisation.  
Proposed: Cllr Hood Seconded: Cllr Toocaram Agreed unanimously

Feb-18 Payments in Month Details Amount

DD Eon Electricity New Park £22.26

DD British Gas Electricity Toilets £15.04

DD Anglian Water Water Cemetery £29.02

DD Anglian Water Water Toilets £80.22

DD BCE Holdings Ltd Peoples Pension £15.78

B/P Staff Salaries £1670.62

B/P E C Waters Home as Office Feb £40.00
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B/P E C Waters Clerk Expenses £94.17

B/P Falcon Accountants Payroll Nov – Jan £43.20

B/P A&J Lighting Monthly Charge Feb £10.08

B/P Darkins Supply Stores Maintenance supplies £85.61

B/P BDC Rates Pump House £10.00

B/P HMRC Tax/NI £89.77

B/P St Nicholas PCC Meeting Room Hire £25.00

B/P Castle Hedingham Tennis Club Grant Nets £100.00
TOTAL in month £2,330.77

Feb-18 Receipts in Month Details Amount

EALC Credit Training GS 28th Nov £80.00
12-Feb Harvey Darke Purchase & Interment Ashes 59 £320.00

26-Feb EALC Local Services Fund Grant £5,162.00

TOTAL in month £5,562.00

Accounts balances at 26 February 2018

Unity Trust Current account £12,120.35

Unity Trust Deposit account £25,243.19

Cambridge & Counties 95 day £56,081.89

Nationwide Treasurers Trust £20,107.35

£113,552.78

10. CASTLE HEDINGHAM RECREATION FIELD
It was noted with disappointment that nearly 5 weeks after the Public Meeting, there had been no 
response from Cllr John McKee at Braintree District Council, which demonstrates his contempt towards 
the meeting he agreed to between all parties facilitated by Cllr David Finch.  Cllr Johnson reported that he
heads a Communications Committee at BDC and yet has seen no copy letters or had any feedback on the 
subject of the BDC land.
Action:  Cllr Southgate will pursue the matter with Cllr Graham Butland, Leader of BDC
Action:  The clerk and Cllr Hood will contact the Halstead Gazette.
10.1 RESOLVED: To cost out the necessary work on the existing play equipment, including removing
the swing shackles to check for wear, purchase of new shackles, new chains and paint.
Proposed:  Cllr Hood Seconded: Cllr Pewter Agreed unanimously
Action:  Cllr Hood will email the clerk with details of the necessary work to be done.

11. OPEN SPACES ACTION PLAN
This item was considered along with item 10.  Cllr Southgate will make Cllr Graham Butland aware of 
the Parish Council’s concerns about the removal of the existing playing field from the 2018 edition of the 
Open Spaces Action Plan.

12. SPECIAL CONSTABLE SCHEME
This was considered at item 4.

13. ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY
Councillors agreed that a more social event for the Annual Meeting on Thursday May 10th 2018 may 
encourage more residents to attend.  The Parish Council will liaise with the Castle Hedingham Club 
regarding providing refreshments and a buffet, and village groups and clubs will be invited to be 
involved.  Mr James Cleverly MP has already been asked to the meeting to formally launch the village 
defibrillator project, but has not yet replied.
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14. CORRESPONDENCE TO NOTE
Rural Services Network:  A round up of current grant funding available has been forwarded to 
Councillors and other possible interested groups.
Brain Tumour Research:  request to help improve awareness of brain tumours and raise funds for 
research into finding a cure, including participation in national Wear a Hat day on Thursday 29th March 
www.braintumourresearch.org/fundraise/wear-a-hat-day.
Superfast Essex: Parish Engagement Event presentation slides circulated from event on 22nd January
Essex Police: The Museum of East Anglian Life in Stowmarket suffered a burglary and damage to 
exhibits at the end of January. Suffolk Police are appealing for witnesses and asking for the public to keep
an eye open for the stolen property which it has been marked - contact Stowmarket police on 101, quoting
crime reference 37/5439/18.

15. REPRESENTATIVES AND WORKING GROUPS REPORTS
15.1 Burial Board: A quote for a memorial to the fallen of the village in the World Wars is being 
prepared,  The memorial will be sited near the cemetery at Sheepcot Road and the newly planted 
Memorial Avenue of trees.  
Action: The Burial Board will meet at the Clerk’s house at 11am on Monday 5th March to discuss the 
memorial and to consider work to be carried out at the cemetery during the spring and summer.

16. AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
● Staff Pay Review 
● General Data Protection Regulations from May 25th 2018
● Invitation for Parish Council to adopt the Listening Bench in St Nicholas churchyard – the 

recordings have been listened to around 5,000 times.
● Parish Council plans in the event of the death of Queen Elizabeth II

DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS:
Ordinary Parish Council Monday 26th March 2018 at 7.45pm Castle Hedingham Club
Ordinary Parish Council Monday 23rd April 2018 at 7.45pm Castle Hedingham Club

ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY: THURSDAY 10TH MAY, 8PM at the MEMORIAL HALL

Annual Parish Council Monday 21st May 2018 at 7.45pm Castle Hedingham Club
Ordinary Parish Council Monday 25th June 2018 at 7.45pm Castle Hedingham Club

The meeting closed at 9.25 pm

SIGNED (CHAIRMAN) DATE

http://www.braintumourresearch.org/fundraise/wear-a-hat-day

