Castle Hedingham Parish Council
Environmental Policy
Introduction
Castle Hedingham Parish Council is committed to protecting the environment and the
natural heritage of the Parish. The Parish Council also recognises the need for
sustainable development and the provision of quality public amenities and services.
The Parish Council is obliged to consider the impact of its functions on the parish, which
includes the village of Castle Hedingham and its conservation area, Hedingham Castle, a
Grade 1 scheduled ancient monument and the River Colne and Colne Valley.
Procedures
1. In carrying out its own activities the Parish Council will aim to make a positive
contribution to protecting and enhancing the environment by:
a. Minimising waste and pollution
b. Following a hierarchy of reducing, re-using and recycling
c. Eliminating the unnecessary use of energy and reducing greenhouse gas
emissions
d. Providing information electronically and reducing the use of paper
e. Avoiding using single-use plastic items
2. When purchasing services and goods, the Parish Council will give preference to:
a. Local suppliers who pay at minimum the Living Wage
b. Options which are environmentally friendly and/or Fair Trade
c. Products which have been manufactured from recycled materials
d. Products which can be disposed of in an environmentally sustainable
manner
3. The Parish Council will require that contractors and Councillors who carry out
maintenance work on behalf of the Parish Council:
a. Minimise the use of harmful pesticides and chemicals
b. Work in a way that benefits wildlife and the environment
c. Use native, wildflower friendly species for planting where possible
d. Follow the Parish Council’s environmental policy
4. In its decision making the Parish Council will take careful consideration of:
a. The importance of walking, cycling and public transport
b. The need to conserve and improve natural habitats
c. The need to protect vulnerable and protected species
d. The need to conserve the natural beauty of the parish and surrounding
landscape
5. In addition, where possible, the Parish Council will:
a. Encourage the protection and enhancement of the unique character, beauty,
heritage and biodiversity within the Parish
b. Ensure the Parish’s natural beauty and heritage are not compromised by
inappropriate development
c. Ensure the nature conservation value of the River Colne and Colne Valley is
maintained and enhanced
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d. Encourage the protection of the integrity of biodiversity sites and sites of
geological and geomorphological importance, and those of archaeological
and historical value within the Parish
e. Highlight the importance and value of our local environment and its
contribution to our community’s quality of life
f. Encourage local action in support of the environment
g. Improve the consistency of water quality to maintain a healthy river
ecosystem
h. Discourage all forms of littering, particularly dog fouling and single-use
plastics
i. Encourage the conservation and sustainable use of natural resources
j. Encourage the reduction, reuse and recycling of resources within the Parish
k. Encourage the use of materials and systems which improve energy
efficiency of developments
l. Support and encourage actions and initiatives to bring land into proactive
conservation management
m. Recognise the importance of hedgerows as an essential corridor for the
movement of wildlife which may support many animals and plants
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Appendix A
Current Parish Council initiatives:
Activity
Cemetery
Regulations
Sheepcot Road
reviewed in line with
Environmental
Policy March 2022
Avenue of Hope
Sponsored daffodil
daffodils Sheepcot planting
Road
Remembrance
Avenue of Trees
Sheepcot Road
Hedging and
commemorative
tree planting
Churchfields
Grove
Recycled material
bench installed
Churchfields
Grove
Management of
special verge
Delvyn’s Lane

Provision of dog
waste and litter
bins
Annual litterpicks

Weekly litterpicks

Report fly tipping
to BDC
Develop
community open
space and play
area

Planting completed
November 2018.
Failed trees
replaced 2020/2021
Tree planting
completed 2017

Target (and date)
Monitor effectiveness.
Turf new graves
autumn 2022

Responsibility
Burial Board/CHPC
Clerk
Village Maintenance

Monitor additional
daffodil bulbs to be
transferred autumn
2022
Regular watering
Strim verge around
trees

Village Maintenance
Clerk

Consider replanting
autumn 2023

Village Maintenance
Tree Wardens

Village Maintenance
Tree Wardens

Installed 2017

Monitor for any
Footpath Wardens
cleaning/maintenance Village Maintenance

Removal from BDC
spring cutting
schedule.
Autumn only cut
arranged with BDC
contractor
Monitor
effectiveness whole
village

To monitor spring and Footpath Wardens
autumn annually
Tree Wardens

Monitor litter
problem areas for
Village Maintenance
Monitor village for
fly-tipping
Village Park 2020
Community Garden
2022

Report areas of
concern to clerk

BDC contractor to
notify clerk of autumn
cut date
Dog poo bag
dispensers and
notices installed 2021
Community litter pick
2023 to be arranged

Report areas of
concern to clerk
Map of sponsored
trees – 2023?
Wildflower area
Community Garden
involvement

Village Maintenance
to clear cuttings
autumn
Clerk
Village Maintenance
Councillors
Clerk
Village Maintenance
Councillors
Councillors
Clerk
Village Maintenance
Clerk to report to
BDC
Village Park group

Tree Wardens
Footpath Wardens
Monitor and
protect the River
Colne
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Footpath maps

Village Guides
Village Greens
Light pollution

Reduce and re-use
paper
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Up to date and
available free of
charge for visitors
Electronic version?

Updated map printed
May 2019

Membership of
Wethersfield Airfield
Scrutiny Committee
2022
Avoid printing
documents
Electronic
communication
preferred.
Use double sided
printing.
Reuse envelopes

Monitor progress on
prison proposals,
opposition to light
pollution
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All Councillors
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