
 

 

 

Welcome to our winter newsletter specifically 

for Parish and Town Councils.  

Last winter was exceptionally mild and wet 

and we had no snow.  What a change over 

the four previous winters when we had snow 

in abundance. 

What this tells us is that we need to be 

prepared for anything this winter.  Officially 

winter starts on 27 October for Essex 

Highways.  

 

How much does Winter cost? 

The council budgets for an 'average winter' 

use data gathered over the past 50 years. For 

2014/15, the council has budgeted 

£2,324,000. 

The actual winter spend, including all winter-

related activities (including gritting) is set out 

below. You will note how the severe winters 

of 09/09 to 12/13 have had a significant 

impact. 

Year Spend 

2006/07 £2,289,858 

2007/08 £2,529,713 

2008/09 £4,076,271 

2009/10 £4,453,300 

2010/11 £4,628,000 

2011/12 £4,325,000 

2012/13 £4,124,000 

2013/14 £2,383,000 

 

 

 

 

Weather Forecasting 

In Essex Highways we operate five weather 

domains right across the county.  The 

geographic position of Essex means that 

weather can vary widely across the county.  

Coastal winds can bring snow to Essex’s 350 

miles of coastline while not affecting areas 

like Epping Forest or Brentwood.   

The weather stations in each domain send 

information to the Meteo Group on a daily 

basis, which allows their meteorologists to 

analyse the data and advise Essex Highways 

on the forecast.  This information allows us to 

make the decision which county roads will 

need to be salted. 

 

Gritting 

We treat over 2000 miles of roads in Essex, 

which is about 40% of our road network. 

These are the most important routes to keep 

moving and all routes are treatable in a 

maximum of 3 hours. We operate 62 gritting 

lorries with ploughs plus two mini gritters with 

116 drivers who are deployed based on 

weather conditions.  We use around 200 

tonnes of salt on each countywide run. 

 

In addition, in readiness for snow there are 

farmers on standby with tractors and snow 
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ploughs, and voluntary support is given by 

District and Borough Council staff. 

Ideally, salt should be applied before freezing 

conditions kick in and while traffic is light. 

Gritting runs are normally completed at 3am 

in the morning or 7pm at night when there is 

not so much traffic about.   

 

You can follow the gritting fleet on the Essex 

County Council website on our ‘track a gritter’ 

map.  You can also check travel and weather 

information on our website. 

 
 
How to help during snow events 

During periods of extreme weather; such as 

heavy snow experienced in past winters, 

communities and individuals can do a lot to 

help themselves and others. Self-help is 

actively promoted as it is about communities 

coming together to help each other on a 

voluntary basis to target their local needs and 

build their resilience.  

In 2010 Essex County Council set up the Salt 

Bag Scheme.  The scheme was designed to 

help local communities help themselves 

during periods of heavy snow.   Today there 

are 143 Parishes and 14 County Councillors 

signed up to organise teams of volunteers to 

clear snow and salt footways. Full details of 

the scheme, participants and how to 

volunteer can be found on our website.   

 

The purpose of the scheme is for local people 

to clear snow from areas of importance 

identified by the community.  For example, 

footpaths outside local shops, doctors’ 

surgeries and access routes to main bus 

stops which are not already salted. Once the 

snow is clear a very thin layer of salt can be 

spread.  This salt is for use on the public 

highway only not for use on private driveways 

or private land.  You can buy gritting salt from 

hardware stores and do-it-yourself stores for 

use on your own driveways. 

 

Here are some tips on how to clear snow and 

ice. 

When you clear snow and ice: 

 

• do it early in the day - it’s easier to 
move fresh, loose snow 

• don’t use water - it might refreeze and 
turn to black ice 

• use salt if possible - it will melt the ice 
or snow and stop it from refreezing 
overnight (but don’t use the salt from 
salting bins as this is used to keep 
roads clear) 

• you can use ash and sand if you don’t 
have enough salt - it will provide grip 
underfoot 

• pay extra attention when clearing steps 
and  steep pathways - using more salt 
may help 

Don't be put off clearing paths because you're 

afraid someone will get injured. Remember, 

people walking on snow and ice have a 

responsibility to be careful themselves. Don't 

believe the myths, it's unlikely you'll be sued 

or held legally responsible for any injuries if 

you have cleared the path carefully. 



The Government and Met Office actively 

promote the Snow Code 

https://www.gov.uk/clear-snow-road-path-

cycleway.  

 

The Met Office website also provides a whole 

host of useful information as part of their 

‘Getting ready for Winter’ Campaign. You can 

access this link here : 

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/get-ready-for-

winter/out-and-about/the-snow-code 

 

The Good Samaritan Bill 

The good news is that changes are being 

made to counteract the growing perception 

which is exacerbated by sensationalised 

media stories regurgitated each year that 

people risk being sued if they do something 

for the common good– like leading a school 

trip, organising a village fete, clearing snow 

from a path in front of their home or helping in 

an emergency situation.  The government is 

drafting a bill for the new ‘Good Samaritan’ 

law which will pass through the UK 

Parliament in time for it to come into effect in 

England and Wales in 2015.    

On making the announcement about the 

proposed bill on 2 June Chris Grayling, the 

Justice Secretary said,  

“Good Samaritans & community heroes 

will have the law on their side in future”. 

 

 

 

Salt Bins 

Salt bins are provided throughout the county 

so that drivers and pedestrians can treat 

localised icy conditions. The bins contain a 

salt/sand mix for use solely on public roads 

and pavements.  It should never be used for 

private driveways. 

 

We have in the region of 1,000 salt bins in 

Essex.  It takes over 3 weeks to fill every bin 

taking approximately 350 man hours and up 

to 1000 tonnes of salt. To see all Essex 

County Council owned bin locations click the 

link here:  

http://www.essexhighways.org/transport-and-

roads/roads-and-pavements/winter-

travel/salt-bins.aspx.  

These bins are stocked as part of our normal 

stocking programme and are not filled on an 

ad hoc basis during the winter.  Our priority is 

to ensure the precautionary gritting network is 

secure. Only when this activity is completed 

can resources (manpower, equipment and 

salt) be deployed to other areas.  If there is a 

significant and prolonged fall of snow, and if 

we can spare the manpower, a second 

stocking of the salts bins will be organised. 

Some bins are privately owned bin, 

purchased by a Parish or District Council, 

Residents Association or member of the 

public. Privately owned bins are not stocked 

by Essex Highways. If a Parish or District 

Council, Residents Association or individual 

member of the public want to purchase their 

own salt bin and install it on private land (with 
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the landowners agreement) they will then be 

responsible for maintenance and stocking of 

the bin. 

The salt bin criteria is applied if a bin is no 

longer serviceable to see if it qualifies for 

replacement and for a new bin at a new 

location (requests via Local Highways Panel): 

 A salt bin should not be located on the 

precautionary salting network 

(however, it could be on a junction with 

a non-salted road) and; 

 The bin would need to be located on a 
steep incline with a gradient greater 
than 5%  for a minimum length of 50m 
OR on a sharp bend radius less than 
500m with a speed limit greater than 
30mph and;  

 The bin should not be located within 
200 meters of another salt bin (by 
walking distance, not as the crow 
flies).  

 

Requests for new Salt Bins 

All requests for salt bins to be installed at a 

new location (so not already on the Essex 

County Council bin map – see web link) need 

to be made via a County Councillor or Parish 

Council where applicable. If the request is 

considered appropriate the details will be 

forwarded to Essex Highways’ Liaison Team.  

The team will arrange for an assessment and 

if it passes the criteria (given above) the 

request will be forwarded to the Local 

Highways Panel (LHP) for funding 

consideration. We encourage Parish Councils 

to check the Local Highway Panel minutes for 

the outcome of such requests. These are 

available to all via this link : 

http://www.essexhighways.org/transport-and-

roads/highway-schemes-and-

developments/local-highway-panels.aspx 

If the proposed bin location is suitable (is in a 

location that allows for stocking and ease of 

use, does not reduce visibility on the 

highway, and meets the location criteria), the 

LHP will meet the cost of approved new bins 

and their installation.  Essex Highways will 

stock and maintain it. The County Member or 

Parish Council will be able to update the 

person who made the request on the 

progress. Funding approval will be the 

decision of the Local Highway Panel based 

on priorities in the District as a whole.  Their 

recommendation will go to the Essex County 

Council Cabinet Member for Maintenance 

and Small Schemes for final approval.  

Delivery of the bin will be put into Essex 

Highways’ forward installation programme.  

Once installed the bin will be stocked in line 

with our normal stocking programme not on 

an ad hoc basis.  

There are alternatives to salt bins which may 

be more appropriate such as the Parish and 

Urban Salt Bag Partnership Scheme (click 

the link here : 

http://www.essexhighways.org/Transport-

and-Roads/Roads-and-Pavements/Winter-

travel/Salt-Bag-Partnership.aspx ) which 

allows the communities to target areas of 

concern that are not on our salting routes.    

For more information on winter please go 

to the ECC Highways web link: 

http://www.essexhighways.org/Transport-

and-Roads/Roads-and-Pavements/Winter-

travel.aspx 

 

~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Seasons’ Greetings 
from  
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http://www.essexhighways.org/transport-and-roads/highway-schemes-and-developments/local-highway-panels.aspx
http://www.essexhighways.org/transport-and-roads/highway-schemes-and-developments/local-highway-panels.aspx
http://www.essexhighways.org/transport-and-roads/highway-schemes-and-developments/local-highway-panels.aspx
http://www.essexhighways.org/Transport-and-Roads/Roads-and-Pavements/Winter-travel/Salt-Bag-Partnership.aspx
http://www.essexhighways.org/Transport-and-Roads/Roads-and-Pavements/Winter-travel/Salt-Bag-Partnership.aspx
http://www.essexhighways.org/Transport-and-Roads/Roads-and-Pavements/Winter-travel/Salt-Bag-Partnership.aspx
http://www.essexhighways.org/Transport-and-Roads/Roads-and-Pavements/Winter-travel.aspx
http://www.essexhighways.org/Transport-and-Roads/Roads-and-Pavements/Winter-travel.aspx
http://www.essexhighways.org/Transport-and-Roads/Roads-and-Pavements/Winter-travel.aspx

