
Public Rights of Way
Castle Hedingham has over 20 miles of public rights of way
consisting of footpaths, bridleways and byways. Footpaths are
for walkers only, bridleways are for walkers, cyclists and
horse-riders and byways for walkers, cyclists, horse-riders
and vehicles.

If you are not already a regular user you might be surprised
at how quickly they can take you out of the sight of buildings
and traffic, with beautiful views especially across the
Colne Valley.

You can explore this network of paths at any time, for exercise
or pleasure and if you wonder where those fingerposts at
the side of the road will lead you – this map will help you
plan a route. Similar maps are produced by neighbouring
parishes so you can link any walking or riding between
parishes.

We hope that you will find the paths well marked, clear and with
a good surface. Both the County Council and landowners
have a duty to keep paths in a good condition. You can help
by letting the Parish Clerk know of any problems you find. 

Of course users have responsibilities too. You must keep to
the official path, bridleway or byway. Although you have a
‘right of way’ you are walking or riding on someone else’s
property so please respect it. Shut all gates and keep dogs
under close control, which in most cases means on a lead:
they must keep to the path to avoid disturbing crops, cattle,
birds and other wildlife. Please clear up after them just as
you would on the pavement or public road.

Finally don’t forget the Colne Valley Path and the Fairfax
Walk. These are designated walks and separate walk leaflets
are available from local shops and libraries on these. They are
marked with their appropriate discs on posts and stiles and
are easy to follow.

All paths are numbered on the map and you will find these
numbers on most fingerposts and also on waymark posts
along the route.

Hedingham 
Heritage Society
Hedingham Heritage Society is a thriving local
history and environmental society whose aim is
to provide an interest and awareness of the local
environment – its past, present and future. 

The Society meets monthly(Thursdays), throughout
the year and has a full programme of talks, events,
projects and walks.

It always welcomes new members and details of
the Heritage Society programme and meetings
can be found on the village notice board and in
local shops.

Parish Paths Partnership
Often referred to as P3, this scheme exists to provide
training and financial support for local groups and
Parish Councils to maintain and publicise the
Rights of Way in their area. It is funded by Essex
County Council. 

Castle Hedingham Parish Council is a member of
P3 and appoints footpath officers who are active
in keeping our rights of way in good order. If you
would like to be involved with the maintenance of
paths or help in any way please contact the Clerk.
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Picture Reference
and Description
B8. Brick Hill. This fine view of Castle Hedingham
is taken from near the site of the old Moy's brick
works, and not far from where a Roman villa
once stood.

C5. The Fairfax Oak. Possibly 600 years old,
the ancient oak stands in the grounds of Kirby
Hall, home of the de Veres. Thomas Lord Fairfax
married Ann Vere, and wooed her beneath its
branches.

C6. Colne Valley Railway. Rebuilt by a band of
enthusiasts after its closure in 1961, the railway
now reminds visitors of the great age of steam.

C7. The Nunnery Farm is named from the
Benedictine Priory founded here in the 12th century
by the de Vere family.

C8. Pile Bridge. Rosebay willowherb and rushes
grace the bank of the Colne River at Pile Bridge
where the railway crossed the river near the 12th
century Benedictine Nunnery.

D6. Station Rd. Bridge. Now the oldest bridge
over the River Colne, this attractive bridge has
been much enlarged over the years to cope with
modern traffic.

D7. St. Nicholas' Church replaced a smaller Norman
church dedicated to the Apostle St James in about
1180. The ancient Anglo-Norman cross stood on
Crouch Green until the Reformation.

D9. Maiden Ley. Digging for clay for the brick-
works here has left a legacy of attractive ponds
and woodland.

E6. Rushley Green was a gathering-place for the
Protestant Dissenters as well as a wetland source
of rushes for use as lamps and on the floors of
parishioner's cottages. The Ancient limes and
woodland setting make it a favourite with walkers.

E8. The Lychgate at the entrance to the cemetery
in Sheepcote Road was built by local craftsmen
in 1910 after the new burial ground was opened
there in 1883.

F6. Castle Woods. A lovely springtime scene of
bluebells in the Castle Woods indicates their ancient
origins from Norman times.

F8. In 1896, Little Lodge Farm had 206 acres of
land which was once attached to Hedingham Castle
as a deer park where England's great Queen
Elizabeth rode to the hunt in 1561.

G7. Poll Miles. Probably dating back over a thousand
years, this lonely crosroads is the reputed burial
place of the tragic Poll Miles who was persecuted
as a witch and died by drowning in the Castle Lake.

FRONT. The Village Sign reflects aspects of the
village's history and associations with agriculture,
wool and hops, as well as the grand old castle of the
de Veres, the Norman builders and Lords of the Manor.
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